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SUBJ: CONTROVERSY OVER EDUCATION REEORM 

1. OUR EOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING CONTACTS HAVE TOLD 

US OVER THE PAST PEW DAYS THAT THERE IS STILL CONSIDERABLE, 
AND QUITE OPEN, CONTROVERSY OVER THE PRC'S RECENT EDUCA- 
TION REFORMS. SOME PRC ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS ARE 
TELLING THEIR EOREIGN COLLEAGUES THAT EDUCATION REFORMS, 
WHILE JUSTIFIED AND LONG OVERDUE, ARE ELITIST AND 
ARE GENERATING CONSIDERABLE RESENTMENT AMONG THE "WORKER- 
PEASANT-SOLCIER" STUDENTS RECRUITED ACCORDING TO CRITERIA 
ESTABLISHED DURING THE GANG OP POUR ERA. THE COLLEGE 
ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS, INSTITUTED IN DCEMBER 1977, 

ARE DESIGNED TO RECRUIT BOTH ACADEMICALLY QUALIPIED AND 
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POLITICALLY CORRECT STUDENTS. POLITICAL CRITERIA ARE 
OPTEN OVERLOOKED IN THE QUEST EOR EXCELLENCE. THE 
CHINESE TEACHERS MAINTAIN. 

2. IN ADDITION, SEVERAL OP THE CHINESE TEACHERS TOLD 
THE POREIGNERS THAT SOME DELEGATES TO THE APRIL 22 - 
MAY 16 NATIONAL EDUCATION CONPERENCE STAGED VERBAL 
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PROTESTS OVER THE ACADEMIC REEORMS. SEVERAL DIS- 
CUSSION SESSIONS AT THE CONEERENCE WERE APPARENTLY 
DISRUPTED BECAUSE OE ARGUMENTS OVER THE "RESTRICTIVE" 
AND "ELITIST" EXAMINATION SYSTEM AND THE ABRUPT TURN 
TOWARD EMPHASIZING "EXPERTISE" OVER "REDNESS". COM- 
PROMISE WAS DIEEICULT BUT TENG HSIAO-PING'S FORCEEUL 
INTERVENTION TIETED THE BALANCE IN EAVOR OE ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE AND EXPANSION OP COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 
WOODCOCK 
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